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Summary 
Urban Agroecology (e.g. community gardens, allotments or backyards cultivation) is a 
practice that is based on ecological (considering all forms of life respecting environmental 
boundaries), social (aiming for mutual understanding of cultural differences) and political 
(striving for food justice and food sovereignty) terms and is embedded in an urban context1. 
In the past 15 years Urban Agroecology (UA) initiatives have been booming with new 
challenges and opportunities for policy making to help urban life and food system 
transformation. In cities of the global north UA received key support from the public health 
sector due to the associated benefits (e.g. enhanced physical activities, improved mental 
health, accessibility of fresh food and community building). Local authorities and the food 
planning sector also considered urban agroecology promising because of the shorter food 
miles, increased local resilience and sustainability of urban and regional food systems as 
well as its contribution to climate change mitigation. Additionally, UA plays a determining 
role in urban and economic transitions transforming industrial and brownfield sites involving 
local communities. In spite of its enormous potentials, UA is not given sufficient emphasis 
in the Strategic Plan of the Horizon Europe programme2. More attention on UA and relevant 
actors with additional funding can support a wide range of stakeholders and induce multiple 
benefits. 
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1 Tornaghi, C. And Hoekstra, F. 2017. Editorial on Urban Agriecology. Urban Agriculture Magazine. 2017 (33) 3-4.   
2 European Commission. 2019. Strategic Plan implementing the research and innovation framework programme Horizon Europe. 
URL: https://ec.europa.eu/research/pdf/horizon-europe/ec_rtd_orientations-towards-the-strategic-planning.pdf 
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About urban agroecology and why it requires more emphasis 
Urban Agroecology is simultaneously a science, a movement and a practice3: it “is a 
‘package’ of value-based practices which are explicitly addressing social and environmental 
justice, are culturally sensitive, non-extractive, resource conserving, and rooted in non-
hierarchical and inclusive pedagogical and educational models that shape the way food is 
produced and socialised across communities and generations”4. The principles and practice 
of agroecology, centred around multi-species solidarities, biodiversity and environmental 
stewardship, have been extensively noted for their ability to conceive of and deliver 
alternative ways of producing food5.  
Recently, Urban Agroeceolgy (UA) initiatives were taken on board and deemed as panacea 
due to their multiple benefits by the public health sector, local authorities, food planning 
sector, citizens, entrepreneurs, etc. UA is associated with numerous health benefits 
including both physical and mental health. In cities where climate change has manifested 
with greater intensity, UA is being promoted to contribute to mitigate its effects, for 
example cooling and controlling air temperature, mitigating urban heat waves or absorbing 
excessive groundwater. A greater interest for green economies and the regeneration of 
depressed urban contexts in economic transitions has shed light on the possibility to merge 
the reuse of industrial building or brownfields with new food-related ventures, including 
initiatives such as rooftop greenhouses, and indoor aquaponics, or breeding of edible 
insects.  
 
Challenges of Urban Agroecology 
At the same time, UA has been facing with problems. The multiplication of energy 
intensive, socially exclusive, soil-depleting and land-consuming urban processes and 
practices are often witnessed, often being detached from food system thinking and ongoing 
social and ecological problems. UA has been used for urban regeneration and the 
maintenance or rise of real estate values, sometimes by means of displacement of activities 
targeted to low income people. More generally, UA is still widely used to retrofit food in 
the city, in areas unfit for development, with land-value logics largely still functional to 
speculative approaches, valuing commerce, industry and housing function for their profit 
returns, and marginalising the ecological, social and food system returns of urban 
agriculture.  
Among communities engaged in urban agriculture, farmers are those who are most 
prominently absent. While we surely witness the emergence of a new ‘class’ of 
entrepreneurs interested in new types of food businesses, it is worrying that peri-urban 
farmers are still disappearing, strangled by unfavourable infrastructures, costs of land, 
difficulty with sourcing nutrients, and the general exposure to a food market demand for 

 
3 Wezel, A., Bellon, S., Doré, T. et al. Agroecology as a science, a movement and a practice. A review. Agron. Sustain. Dev. 29, 
503–515 (2009) 
4 Deh-Tor, C. M. 2017. From Agriculture in the City to an Agroecological Urbanism: The transformative pathway of urban (political) 
agroecology. Urban Agriculture Magazine. 2017 (33) 8-10. 
5Gliessman, S. 2013. Agroecology: Growing the Roots of Resistance, Agroecology and Sustainable Food Systems, 37:1, 19-31, 
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cheap ‘food from nowhere’. Such contradictions and difficulties are often aided by the 
currently missing policy framework6. 
 
Recommendations 
Due to its environmental and social potentials and multiple benefits, we recommend 
highlighting urban agroecology within the frame of Horizon Europe. Therefore, we suggest 
the following considerations: 

• In the Strategic Plan of the Horizon Europe7, directly refer to urban 
agroecology and strengthen the community of urban agroecology stakeholders as 
champions of innovative links between food and natural resource management for 
agroecological transitions, by steering and facilitating policy processes, piloting best 
practices in selected sites and delivering learning and training experience in either 
Cluster 6 of Food, bioeconomy, natural resources, agriculture and environment or 
in the Mission Areas Adaptation to Climate Change, including Societal 
Transformation or Climate-neutral and Smart Cities  
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